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From Activism and  
Litigation to Lobbying

Organized interests may also provide 
other kinds of assistance to candidates, 
such as volunteering time to help 
candidates, challenging legislation in 
court, or seeking to influence policy 
through lobbying. Labor unions and 
other groups with large memberships 
may provide volunteers to help staff 
phone banks, campaign door to door, 
stuff envelopes, or provide other kinds 
of help with campaigns. This is one 
area in which student groups hold an 
advantage. While they seldom have 
enough money to make large cash 
contributions, student groups can 
provide much-needed volunteers to 
campaigns. Students can help work 
phone banks, distribute campaign brochures, put up yard signs, and perform other 
essential campaign work.

Sometimes organized interests turn to the courts for assistance and use litigation 
to advance their causes. While an individual who believes his or her rights have been 
violated may lack the resources to take the case to court, groups of people can band 
together to file lawsuits. For example, the League of United Latin American Citizens 
(LULAC) filed a lawsuit challenging the Texas Legislature’s redistricting plan on the 
grounds that it violated the voting rights of the Latino community in Texas according 
to the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The case resulted in a 2006 U.S. Supreme Court 
decision, LULAC v. Perry, that struck down the redistricting plan; the justices cited 
diluted representation in violation of the Voting Rights Act.13

In Texas law, lobbying is defined as contact by telephone, telegraph, or letter with 
members of the legislative or executive branch to influence legislation or administrative 
action. This form of direct lobbying is what people generally think of when they think about 
how groups try to influence government. Disagreement over the exact meaning of lobbying 
persists. In 2014, Michael Quinn Sullivan was fined $10,000 for failing to register as a lobbyist 
in 2010 and 2011. The TEC found that Sullivan had communicated directly with members 
of the legislature about bills being considered and thus met the legal definition of lobbying.14 
Sullivan’s lawyer argued that requiring lobbyists to register is unconstitutional. In addition, 
he argued that Sullivan merited an exemption because his contribution to newsletters from 
his organization, Empower Texans, made him a journalist and not a lobbyist.

Lobbying embraces a wide range of efforts. Writing about lobbying in Texas 
Monthly in 1974, Richard West noted that “to lobby successfully requires a great deal of 
energy from a man who must wear many different hats. Lawyer. Educator. Entertainer. 
Friend and companion. And if the occasion arises, procurer.”15 For example, during 
the legislative session, TLR offers massages, manicures, and pedicures on top of the 
usual food and drink to the “ladies of the legislature” at their “Girls Night Out” event 

An ad by Back to Basics PAC stirred controversy by calling then Texas governor Rick Perry 
a coward.
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